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PEEL THUNDER FOOTBALL CLUB 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.53 pm]:  Peel Thunder’s seven-year fight for recognition in the West 
Australian Football League is slowly but surely gaining respect.  The saga reads like this: 17 August, 1993 
Hansard reported on the draft research brief written to test the viability of a Peel regional football team being 
introduced to the West Australian Football League competition.  In 1997 the club formed its first board with Neil 
Stedman, chairman, Haydn Bunton, football manager, and Harold Harper, club manager.  It was unanimously 
agreed the licence would give young players in and around the Peel region the chance to reach their full 
potential.  The statement was correct.  In just seven years, Peel players Rod Tregenza and Scott Simester have 
won state guernseys and the leading WAFL goal kicking award, while other state players from Peel are Darren 
Bolton, Dean Buszan, Daniel Haines and Derek Hall. 
Five players have been signed to the Australian Football League rookies list, while 2002 saw Alistair Pickett, 
Daniel Wells and Darren Bolton finish first, second and third in the Sandover Medal - a first in Western 
Australia and unlikely to ever be repeated.  Daniel Wells was the number two pick in the national draft last year.  
He went to North Melbourne.  This year Farren Ray at number four was snapped up by the Western Bulldogs, 
while Daniel Haines is on the Dockers’ list and played 12 AFL games. 
Next year, Peel Thunder begins the first season of its five-year WAFL lease.  New coach, Garry “Buddha” 
Hocking with 301 games and membership of the AFL hall of fame behind him has already recruited wisely; a 
smaller, tighter executive is to be elected and Phil Clohessy from Geelong is the new football manager.  The club 
is financial, with Mandurah Toyata the number one sponsor.  Membership is consistent and regional interest 
high.  Look out for Peel Thunder this 2004 season! 
 


